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THE MULE IS DEAD: LONG LIVE THE AUTO TRUCK!
Gasolene Spells Extinction Not Only for the A rmy Malc but, Perhaps, for the

Cavalry Braneh of the Service.Mexican Desert or Mountain Pass, the
Auto Truck Goes Anywhere a Mule or a Horse Can Go,

and Gets There in Half the 'Time
Hy W. O. M'GKKIIAN

ArWFUL and prophetic army

muli a Stito cactus near

the American end of the lonp, dusty
read from Columbus, New Mexico, to N'ami-

.. O'.d Mexico.
n the trail from the bace of the puni-
\pedition swept a train of thirty auto

They were heavily laden with the va-

f carpoes that are required for an army

in the field. Each trnck carried four or five
olive drab Ecruatted insecurely on

' the load.
The road was uneven, it was full of ruts.

-> auto truck train plided along at the

'ste of from eipht to ten miles an hour. The

vehicles kept a perfect alipnment. The troop-
.ore softly but earnestly as the trucks

Tv.en as the army mule watched, the sweat-

vearinp truck train disappeared into a

of dust beyond the border line. Then

the mule tiltod back his dejected head and gave
*o a fecret Forrow in one far-reachinp

, rt As thouph mocking his pnef,
orni of the auto trucks tooted back de-

ely in the distance.
The pricf of that army mule was the prief

thello with his occupation pone. He slunk

ehir t*actui and subsi.led into pain-
.mn. He had hil faAah-

He reaiized at that moment that the army

:uule .or again bold n hiph place
among the factors which win battles. He re-

iilized that praetieal poets would no longer
f the virtuea which the army mule could

ay upon preat cmcrpencles. He waa al-

g i out.

n the "mule skinner," with the pict-
-IM vocainilary and the hard hands. had

oned him. The mule skinncr was now

g O* thosa auto trucks, and was ad-

,p> it with Ftrainod politeness when he

-.- to it at all.
wai all wror.p. By the martyrcd mule

tieh the army bards sanp

n-American War days, it

.1 wror.p: There was DO use to pull
auto truck. He had tried it when

hitehed him to the rear of one. He de-

th« thinp back over thr desert.

o w«U relentlessly dragged on

i.um-hes for a mile, and he gave H up.

U, b -apeditlon has demonstrated
. n the matter of army transportation "the

ib dead, lonp live the auto truck!" The

WU : lould have reaiized this

ici-me.i neces,ary t/> da-h

into .Mexico. It had alreadj been demon-
! at the battle of the Marne, when motor

vehicli 1 tho Cerman advance and

I rance.

I'cpartment moves with exees-

deliberation. Ii nacioualy to its

in thc mule until the firal auto truck

lraj.. imphing into Mexico, making
three 11mi thal i mule could

make over roadl which driven V4>

hicle could be t to travel.
ru.-h order for auto

and drivers. Oifl ed on tlie

upon the effl-
the n'lto truck and had made some

.'.ly prepared plan for auto truck traina.
and filed

where the War Departartant'a records.
aequantly, thej air* working out the auto truck

problem * in the field.
But the auto truck? are Ftanding up aroil

derfolly well. They ploagfa through the alkali

duat up to the hubs, they jolt over the rocky
place!-, they flounder through the «andy wastes

that grind the bearings, and they puff through
the mountain pas^es. They go anywhere the

mule will go, and they get there in better time.
While the long train from Columbus to

Namiquipa is lined with the carcaaaes of
mules and horses, the auto trucks go rumbling
on in their t\ork of keeping the field army

supplicd with food and ammunition. They
perform new miracl upon every new em«'r-

There are no*s* three 1 ad auto trueka at

the army bl ' On a pinch those

three hundred trueka could move an entire

brigada in one day twice as far a- all the
thr- world could mo*

This ia tru< '' ,,,r

trueka are badly racked L* bnd driv*

ing, due ti. thi- failu ¦'¦ bi Departn
on problem in Me**

ico and to provide for drivera

Nol aa thi teat ol the auto

truc.}<mule train. Il

¦ajao meam tba . avalry, tbamo

pictureaque brai ice. Even

alry ofticers in the putnti\i- expedition will ad-

it that three or four auto truckl will gft a
m

i T<> TKK'K AND MOTORCYCLE 8COUTS ARMED WITH MACHINE
GUNS IN MEXICO.

company of infantry twica ai far on a forced
march aa the beal mounted troop of cavalry
could travel.

Cavalry charges are rare in these davs of
rapid-tire rifles and machine guns. The horses
are used only to get the men to the front, where

they operate as infantry. When the gasolene-
fed mounts can get them there so much faster

than the horses, it hcgins to look bad for the

cavalry horse.
The United State.. nrmy of the near future

w\U travel extensively on gasolene. There will

he few more heart-breaking infantry hikes.and
there will be few more wild cavalry rides, lcav-

ing in their wake dead and dying horses. Even
fi«ld artillery ran be carried by the auto trucks

All of thi- ahould have been readized before.

TRUCK TRAIN DR.WYN UP I OR DEFENCE IN THE SAME FORMATION USED BY THE PRAIRIE SCHOONERS AGAINST INDIAN ATTACKS.

Rut the transportation hraneh of the Ameri-
heen notoriously slow and in-

efTicient. from the beginning. One of the last-

ing benefits of the punitive expedition will le

the nodernizing of thia branch. The auto

truck haa paaaed thc itern test, cvei. to the
. ..: W'a;' t> partment

Thia bun reallaa with a

childlike wonder what waa thoroughly dcm-^-

atrated by the armie.- of Knrope.
For the preaent the auto truck traina with

I working under any

definit The organization of tht* truck

train of the Ui Stati annj haa
decided ap .

i*i thc
upon. Captaina and lieutenanti tak¬
ing note- a- tfl *'¦ BgO and gl
quires '¦ and re!u.
of the differenl maki he m

The driven are a mixed I v n .. an
ular army enliated men, to drive the

typc of tru '. I "thers
are ehauffeun of all sorts, adventuren froin
all ov< intry, college men in aearch of
experience, and even ex-taxicab driven from
\.rw York i ity. With -nme of the trucks un-

der probation ar.* men from the
It i- i more pictun .y as-

lemblagc of m an. The typea are

mon varied ai d the viewi upon things in gen¬
eral an more ir.*. afoti l. the army

*.*ur in tht naturally more

intellig ' thc mule ikinner, .

ritl the mule has given him iomc

thetrah fthal maL
To the :. ga hTeur the at

g, lumhering auto truck is a beautiful
and a living thing.
On t*he road to N'amiquipa I listene.! to a

colored aergeant of the 9th Cavalry who had
been detailed t<i driva a five-ton truck. He wa

addn vehicle.
"Y<"-. Bai y. old girl." he was saying, "Ali

Itnowa that this here cheap government gaso
lene ain't. the proprr nouriohment for a high-
toned lady truck like you. But we got to make
this hill, Betsy, old girl. And when we gets to
orallitaa Ah'm going to put some of that nico

cool spring water in your radiator. That'll
freshen you up a whole lot, Betsy.
"Does you all want a little more oil in your

hearings, Betsy? If you does, jes' say so.

"1'ain't DO trouble at all for me. Ah jes'
thought you might, beeauaa your pretty angina
wns brcathing a little hard on that last hill.
Ah don't want any of them fresh New York
chauffeura to think you araa complaining,
Betay, beeauaa me and you know- thal you
don'l complain."

The colored trooper adjuated some pink and

green ribbon which was tied to the truck radi
atnr. The whisflo of the truck ma>!er blew.
The aergeant whirled the crank, Ihrtened ao-

licitoualy for an i bia motor, and
swung Betay Into lina w.th her mal

ln eontraet to thia drivi
..l chauffeur arhi part

of hin
"I had a tough time on that ." he

"My old engin* wa> grunting all the
way. and I had to keep giving myaelf the
How doea the governmenl » like
me to travel on that BOI t
cally cripj

'T araan'l bu t to ta
.;u-. It's

my apringB. And tl
. ear-

-r and I found B whole cupfu
No wonder my r: Phen 1

n ot' that.

My firm oug
HM to travel through this blanked ';

>."
i, ,.

.. ... .-.hich the captain of
an auto truck ancountera is in maintaining

with b mixed company of riviiiana
ra. Civilian dr. their own

to how au*- .¦ ihould ba drivan.
It is the theory of the captain that the auto

ihould have a perfect ¦

the trueka a bundred yar
The civilian driver-

for thia. Boaaa af them want to show that
their tTUCka can travel the faatest. Others in-

that their trucks ba carefully handlad. The
that the captain. fuming

when he is in oonunai

a m:v

ii... f theae I surted out at the rate f

twelva miles an hour. A ahort distance out of
Columhus it BiKouatared the bad roada. A

truck alowed down and began to pick rhe

The captain ahol 'croaa-country from the
rear in his atandard runahout to see whal wai
c itting hii train in two.

"What'l the trouble?" he demanded of the
eiviliaa driver.

"N'o trouble at all," replied the driver. "But
eight miles is all that I am going to do with
this load and over this sort of road. You can

go ahead with those Barney Oldfields if you
want to. I'll catch up with you after half of
those trains are wrecked."
The captain was a trifle angry. He remind-

cd the driver that all trains were ordered kept
intact. It was no 'cross-country race. It was

a military truck train. The driver was ob-
durate, and the train had to slow down to a

reasonable pace. The driver was right. though
very unmilitary. The loads which the truckl

wen not ¦ hurry.
Bui if hc had happened to be an army .Iriver
hi* v. the guardhouae foi ¦ c

.. period for inaubordinati
Mon than once the army in Mexico ha

but practicallj pline
the civilian driven. The mn-*

tling iri4.ii>
w ¥01 k taxicab drivera v.

made up of a certain uni-
form make of tn.

v got ftfty milei into Mexico, and then
it tl

all. The;.
ernnent waa fooliah I go in at all.

The, r apokeama tin and in«
formed him that they had dec
They did not like the food, the water wn

ar.d there wai no beer in the god-for-

V. B gave on*

ders to the sergeant of his guard. Tha nona

commissioiit'd mi taa the drivera thal
the rirst of them who turned >ack to ColumbuaJ
would be syr-temat. ID.

The drivers protested that they wera Ameri
ican citizens and wanted rbeir rlghta. The

sergeant listentl UUDOved M he drew op hil
squad into a conver.ient place for tha ihoctin--,
The driven finaily concluded that they were

<r away to eotaault their attorneya, and
the train proceeded to Namiquipa.

Civiliaa drivers hate the aound of the trucaj
driver'* whiitle. They wood a* the military
alignment, and they it ahould
be neceeaary for the truel up milU

taiy faihion when they arrivc at the differenf
towris en r

Camping out away from a garriaoned town-

the truck trains take the I Bttoa thal
waa uaed by the emigrai I arhaai they
were forced to guard a^ -n attackl

.'ht. The i^d in a
tht eooa*

truck and the ammui the centre,
Place-¦. foraatton, the I train to al
difficult propoaition I band to rush.
No doubt, mar fl IVBtafhifJ

ramanfttoq-,
them. but they re-

frained. A well ordt train couM get
into : ' . th*

Spn; poxnt

\ Iwu
ahipped in with o .* M*f
pieked ma :' Ireowing of
this. probably *7 iUi
not make the attempt A* night, in it-> propt-r
formation. with '' well con«

ducteti train ahould nrisa,
But civilian <ir *e of
the neceaaity f<ir ren rhey w-ill

ammunition *n(l,
ia of the

mechaniam of then ive no re-

gard for the mecl pringflelaj
riflea which i

They ha r.ip%
\ pieal incidi pto. The
truck train drt-w into the ; 11 d duetjTa

¦ real
swimming holt* twei

Sol civilian tdi a
daah for il they heard a

delicii '* thenu
trAeef

bathi »w, and th
owed in till he get igh."

praa
to peel of! :

Ul'll 4

mighty aplaah. He rfaec 1
grinned che< i

of the aecond lieul t the faci
that I ¦¦. I PP-i""

ently by an enliated man.

the autij
"I dont min.l If you r.re a little hil

dirty. < "tne on in. »i ia tine."
The lieutt the m'ruder wa|

everent dvUtoa)
trucktnen. Tht do but to

. uch dignity aa could be

Bui the truck 1 lin will he
tad

men. There will be ¦< an*i
the trucks will a!: e ,p |

All of tl ahould I
plished by thi-- . Irtaenl

When the tn; mule
ivalfj"

will be trailed in thi * \
the auto truck i tho
epigram of nrmy

"i

it^ ga

COMPARATIVELY EASY ^TRETCH OF THE
OOLUMBUS TO NAMIQUIPA.

rRAVEL FROM


